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INTRODUCTION

.Ml ASSESSMENT PERFORMED AT THE ELRAI'IA SCHOOL SITE, EURAMA,
iirclHlNCiTON COUNTY, PA IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NATIONAL. CONTINGENCY
ri.'.H (NCP), 'IO.CFR-PART 300, HAS IDENTIFIED M RELEASE WHICH IS r.
T,-IP,vAT TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH. THE LARGE L.EACHATE SEEP AT THE
r.\..l'tM SCHOOL SITE POSES A PUBLIC HEALTH THREAT DUE TO THE

FOR DIRECT DERMAL CONTACT WITH THE CONTAMINANTS.

'Hi: DEFU-a-lAT I ON OF AUTHORITY 14-1-A (4/13/86) AUTHOR! ZES3 THE
JiN-flCGNE COORDINATOR (OSC) TO APPROVE CERCLA REMOVALS WITH A
;uiV,l. COST OF LESS THAN *30,000. THE DSC HAS DETERMINED THAT
THIS SITE MEETS THE CRITERIA FOR INITIATING A REMOVAL ACTION
UNDER SECTION 300. 'II 5 OF THE NCP. THE QSC HAS APPROVED THE USE
01" CI-'RCl.M FUNDS TO MITIGATE THE THREAT TO PUBLIC HEALTH OR
WE..FARE OR THE ENVIRONMENT ftj|s£@(i)g gl^ UNSECURED. LEACHATE SEEP

" THIS Si I Tli.



.HI. BITE IS LOCATED NEAR A FORMER SCHOOL THAT IS NOW USED TO
.;TOr<l- EQUIPMENT AND VEHICLES. THE PORTION OF THE PROPERTY THAT
IT: .if- CONCERN IS AN INACTIVE DUMP AKI:A Til THE SOUTH OF THE FORMPl':
••.i.'li.JOL BUIL'DINQ AND IS OWNED BY THE SCHOOL DISTRICT. PENN
iiil'ilSTRML CHEMICAL DISPOSED OF FILTER CAKE RESIDUE, SOLVENTS ,'lNO

, ,;:il) CI...AY WASTES ON THE EDGE OF A RAVINE ON THE KITE. VHE
•..UhriNPi TOOK PLACE FOR ABOUT 20 YEARS, FROM AROUND 19.V.O TO 19'.iO.
;ilr WASTE MATER [ML HAS POTENTIALLY DEPOSITED, OR MAY HAVE
...iTfATED, INTO SUBSURFACE COAL MINING VOIDS AND SEAMS WHICH ?,!'•;£

.••I'.iY.CCNT ON THE SITE. A LARGE TAR-LIKE SEAP IS LOCATED
,il i-i-:OXIMMTEL.r 150 FEET DQWNSLQPE FROM THE DUMP AREA. A CRl'D; IS
; i,|-.-,TCO ,VV THE BOTTOM OF THE WEEP. A SECOND TAR-LIKE SEEP TG
, iKaTfi'D .'00 FEET DOWNSLUPE FROM THE DUMP IS PRI-SENT AT THE
;li:,,i;HATEI::n OF THE CREEK,

nil: DUMP ilND THE SEKP AREAS EXIST ON A HEAVILY VEGETATED SLOPE Of
iill- UrtVINK. TO THE NORTH OF THE DUMP AREA THE PROPERTY CONSISTS,
,1- ;iN JPEN FIELD HND THE FORMER SCHOOL BUILDING. THE CLOSEST
Ki.-;t.ii;iiNu:s TO THE NORTH ARE WITHIN 400 FEET (UPGRADIEWD. TO THE
WE;.:I' Qp THE LARGE SEEP, THE CLOSEST RESIDENT IS WITHIN
nl-'PK:QXII'IATELY 400 FEET AND WITHIN APPROXIMATELY 100 FEET OF THE
, liTMWATERS OF THE CREEK. TO THE EAST (DQWNGRADIENT) THE CLOSEST
lVr-:SIIiGNT3 AND BUSINESSES ARE WITHIN APPROXIMATELY 500 AND 1000
!••.££!• RESPECTIVELY. ' SIXTY RESIDENCES ARE LOCATED WITHIN A ClUttFiTKIi
Ml Li-: OF I'HE SITE.

•IHL- LARGE SEEP AREA IS ABOUT 10 FEET FROM POPP5 ROAD WHICH RUNS
l,'L-/.;r TO EAST THROUGH THE RAVINE. ACCESS TO THE SITE IS
UNRESTRICTED. THE CENTERS OF ELRAMA AMD FLQREFFE LIE
ril-'PRQXIMATELY 1SOO AND 2000 FEET RESPECTIVELY FROM THE SITE. TIC
INTIMATED COMBINED POPULATIONS FOR THE TWO TOWNS IS 900.

;'lli:: CREEK LOCATED AT THE BOTTOM OF THE LAROE KEEP FLOWS ALONlv
;-'OPPS ROAfi, AND IT EVENTUALLY DISCHARGES INTO THE MQNQNGAHELA
RIViift. THE DISTANCE FROM THE SITE TO THE MONON6AHELA RIVER IS
AK'FTdjXIMATELY 3000 FEET.

i JO liEl'IQVAL OR CLEANUP ACTIVITIES HAVE BEEN INITIATED AT THE SITC.
THE £PA FIELD INVESTIGATION TEAM CONDUCTED SAMPLING AT THE SITE
!i,| 19(37. BASED'ON "THIS INVESTIGATION THE SITE WAS REFERRED TO
I'l-lii REMOVAL PROGRAM. THE EPA TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TEAM CONDUCTED
,,!•! ASSESSMENT DURING JANUARY AND OCTOBER 1990. AN ATSDR PACKAGE
MMS PREPARED FOR AND'REVIEWED BY ATSDR.

THREAT

•-.AMPLE RESULTS FROM THE TWO TAT INVESTIGATIONS AND THE FIT
INVESTIGATION CONFIRM THE PRESENCE OF VOLATILE ORGANIC COMPOUNDS
(VOCs) AND PQLYCYCLIC AROMATIC HYDROCARBONS (PAHs) IN TAR-LIKE
LEAfiHATG, SOIL, SURFACE WATER, SEDIMEN'fl ̂QEjJpDJQ SEDIMENT



MiE. MARCH 1, 1991 ATSDR HEALTH CONSULTATION CONCLUDES THAT f\
-*.i,i.'L.lC HEALTH THREAT IS PRESENT DUE TO THE POTENTIAL FOR DlhECT

'•:i'li.il.. CI'IHTACT WTIH THE CONTAMINANTS. THE MAIN AREAS OF CONCERN
,: THE W/ltJTE DUMP AND THE LEACHATE SEEPAGE AREAS. THE MOST

. ,rl-:i.Y r:OUTE OF EXPOSURE TO THESE CONTAMINANTS COULD OCCUR VIA
i.'iSQVr l)i"RMAL CONTACT. EXPOSURES COUI.IJ RESULT IN BK1N ,-iND EYE

I'MiTtf. IS ALSO A THREAT OF SURFACE AND GROUND WATER CONTAMINATION.
lilt: -SliEP.-lOL-: riDEAG DOWNSLOPE AMD DOWNGRADIENT FROM THE WASTE DUMP

, .r;i"iG riRE :;ES:PING INTO THE CREEK. THIS CREEK FLOWS ALONG POPPS
:';0i-ii' ANIi llulSGlili WITH ANOTHER SMALL CREEK IN THE RAVINE, PAiSCS
, ilKtJUGH A fiESlDENT'lAL NEIGHBORHOOD AND DISCHARGES INTO THE

i .i:«uMuMIK,.rt hlVER. THE DISTANCE FROM THE SITE TO THE MOMurffinHELn
niVu-iV fS APPROXIMATELY 3000 FEET. A WATER UPTAKE POINT IS
..̂ ..(Ilii; r-COUT ISO YARDS DOWNSTREAM FROM THE CONFLUENCE OF THE
,:;-vi::;:i.. THE WATER UPTAKE is FOR THE PENNSYLVANIA AMERICAN WATER

•iHEi;£ IS A POTENTIAL GROUND WATER THREAT BECAUSE THERE MAY BE A
riiTwiJLIC CONNECTION BETWEEN THE WASTE DUMP AREA AND THE RIVER,
WHICH IS LOCATED ABOUT ,1(>Xi FEET DOWNGRADIENT FROM THIi SHc.
:.I.V:i.L RESIDENTS SiTATE THAT THE HILLSIDE AND THE SITI- ITSELi- HAS
i.KN I'll MED FOR COAL, THE WASTE DUMP MAY POSSIBLY OVERLIE MINE
WliKl'. INlsS, AND THE MINE ITSELF MAY BE FILLED WITH WASTE, ACCORD I Ni:
Tij H NEARI3Y RESIDENT. THE UNDERLYING BEDROCK «T THE SITE IE AL(.U
,,a:HLY JOINTED AND LAYERED, AND COULD PROVIDE A SUBSURFACE PATH

'•: CONTAMINANT MIGRATION.

;\-\£ rfiOPOSED ACTIONS FOR THE ELRAMA SCHOOL SITE ARE DESIGNED TO
•..LlrHi'lATE THE IMMINENT AND SUBSTANTIAL THREAT TO PUBLIC HEALTH
,'i|.|)' THE ENVIRONMENT. THE PROPOSED ACTIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS:

1) RESTRICT ACCESS TO THE SITE TO PREVENT THE THREAT OF
DIRECT CONTACT WITH THE CONTAMINANTS.

2) PURSUE THE POSSIBILITY OF CONDUCTING ADDITIONAL
ENGINEERING STUDIES, ANALYTICAL WORK, AND
SITE INVESTIGATIONS TO BETTER CHARACTERIZE THE
POTENTIAL THREAT TO PUBLIC HEALTH OR WELFARE OR THE
ENVIRONMENT.

•;.) PURSUE THE POSSIBILITY OF ADDITIONAL SAMPLING TO
BETTER CHARACTERIZE THE MIGRATION OF CONTAMINANTS
OFFSITE.

-1) PURSUE ALTERNATIVES TO MITIGATE THE POTENTIAL THREAT
TQ PUBLIC HEALTH OR WELFARE OR THK ENVIRONMENT.



OX ACTIONS

iJl'l MAY 7, 1991 QSC POWELL ISSUED DELIVERY ORDER It 7<l4!i»0>074 TO ,•"• "x
.!ONl; ERCfl CONTRACTOR OH MATERIALS IN THE AMOUNT OF *3»,000 TO '
[Nll'IATC A REMOVAL ACTION APPROPRIATE TO MITIGATE THE DIRECT
CONTACT THREAT POSED BY THE LEACHATE SEEP ONSITE. OSC
rOtiRIMNiVrED EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION WITH STATE AND LOCAL.
OFFICIALS.
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